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PHILADELPHIA, AS RESPECTS 
MEDICAL AFFAIRS. 


In looking over the useful and inte- 
resting work lately published in our cit 
by Carey and Lea, under the title of 
« Philadelphia in 1824,” we were struck 
with the mass of information it contains 
relative to medical affairs, and other sub- 
jects directly or indirectly connected 
therewith. We certainly rose from its 
inspection, wiser on this score than we 
were before; and for the benefit, not only 
of those who may not have seen the work, 
but for those also, who like ourselves 
have read it, but wish for reference sake 
to have this particular part selected from 
the rest, we give, in our present number, 
a condensed abstract of whatever bears 
upon the profession of medicine. 

The first thing of this kind that occurs, 
is a notice of the health of our city, the 
degree of which is there estimated by the 
bills of mortality, derived from authen- 
tic sources, and published by the board 
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of health. From these, by comparison 
with those of other cities, it is found that 
our climate is at least as favourable to 
health and longevity, as that of any other 
city in the United States. A paper, by 
Dr. Emerson, “on the mortality of Phi- 
ladelphia, for 1823,” is aanexed, at the 
conclusion of which, we find he follow- 
ing sentence. «* That there 1S no reason 
to believe any material difference exists 
as to the healthfulness of these two cities, 
(Philadelphia and New York,) under or- 
dinary circumstances, fully appears from 
the ensuing table.* The superiority in 
this respect, 1s indeed rather in favour of 
Philadel phia. 

In the list of professions, occupations, 
&c. we find 117 physicians, 3 surgeons, 
13 chemists, 6 surgeons’ instrument-ma- 
kers, 1 truss maker. ‘The surgeons are 
here mentioned as.distinct from the phy- 
sicians—we were not aware there were 
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* Vide Dr. Emerson’s paper. 














170 JESCULAPIAN REGISTER. 


any such, as the degree of M. D. is con- 
ferred upon all alike. No mention is 
made of the apothecaries, (a numerous 
class) midwives, bleeders, dentists, &c. 
Under the head of « Charitable and 
Humane Institutions and Societies,” in 
which our city is by no means deficient, 
and for the accomplishment of whose 
objects, it is computed, not less than 
600,000 dollars are annually expended, 
we notice the Pennsylvania Hospital, 
under the direction of twelve managers, 
and eight physicians and surgeons, and 
which maintains from 210 to 250 patients 
at one time in the house.—The Philadel- 
phia, or Central Dispensary, which main- 
tained in 1823, 5041 patients, and has 
attached to it, eight attending and four 
consulting physicians and surgeons. The 
Northern Dispensary, which maintained 
in 1823, 1508 patients, and has attached 
to it, four attending and four consulting 
physicians and surgeons.—The Southern 
Mspensary, which in 1823 maintained 
2869 patients, and has six attending phy- 
sicians and surgeons.—The Publie Alms 
House, in which there is an infirmary, and 
in which clinical lectures are delivered to 
the medical class during the winter,by the 
Prefessors of the Medical School; attached 
to this is a Childrens’ Asylum.—JAn eye 
and ear Infirmary, whose surgeons in 
1828 had 176 persons under their care.— 
A Lunatic Asylum, situated near Frank- 
fort, visited daily by a physician, ‘emg 
sulting physicians attending from Phila- 
delphia, when necessary) and into which 
141 persons have been admitted since it 
was opened (1817)—The Humane Soci- 
ety, for the aid of persons, whose vital 
functions are suspended in consequence 
of drowning, suffocation, &c.—The Vac- 
cine Society, established for the purpose 
of Vaccinating the poor at their respec- 
tive dwellings, free of expense.-—The So- 
ciety for the relief of the children of the 
poor, established for the relief of infants 
afflicted with the diseases incident to 
them in the summer season. ? 
There are also in Philadelphia, besides 
the above, upwards of 150 societies, most 
of which are mutual benefit associations 


of tradesmen and mechanics, for the sup- 
port of each other in sickness and infir- 
mity; and there is a fund for the relief 
of persons in the City Hospital during 
the existence of the yellow fever, created 
by a legacy of 1000/. from John Bieak- 
ley. 

— over for want of time and 
space some minor circumsiances, we next 
meet with notices of the following asso- 
ciations:—the College of Physicians o 
Philadelphia—The PhiladelphiaMedical 
Society—Tiie Medical Association of 
Philadelphia— The Philadelphia College 
of Pharmacy, (the only one of the kind in 
the United States.)—7Zne Phrenological 
Society. | 

The next-article, headed Literature 
and the Press, in mentioning the periodi- 
cal works, notices the following in the 
medical line, viz. (Quarterly)—Chap- 
man’s Journal—-Medical Recorder— 
Journal of Foreign Medicine. Another 
quarterly medical publication has since 
made its omega under the name of 
the Medical Review. 

The #sculapian Register is said to 
be published “ occasionally,” for which 
read weekly. 


There is a medical library at the Hos- 


pital—another at the Alms House—and 


another belenging to the Medical So- 
ciety, &c. 

Vhe Medical School of Philadelphia 
next attracts our attention; we cannot 
however, mention particulars, but must 
refer ourreaders to the work itself. It 
is there stated erroneously, that the lec- 
tures begin on the first Monday of Octo- 
ber: it should be November. 

Besides the lectures delivered at the 
University, there are others at the Col- 
lege of Pharmacy—Pennsylvania Hos- 
pital—Alms House Infirmary—Phila- 
delphia Museuam—Friends’ Academy— 
Franklin Instituie—Medical Society— 
Phrenological Society—and nearly 30 
private courses of lectures, all more or 
less directly connected with medical 
subjects. 

The physicians appointed by the Guar- 
dians of the poor, are not we believe 
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here noticed: they receive $50 more per 
annum than the physicians of the Dis- 
pensary, Who are content with the honours 
of their office! 

Among the officers of the city, isa 
vaccine physician, with a salary of $400 
per annum: if we are not mistaken, there 
is one also for Southwark. 

The Board of Health, Quarantine laws, 
&c. are also duly noticed. 

We are aware thata little more detail 
in some instances would have been ac- 
ceptable, but as we wished to have the 
whole in the present number, it was in- 
admissible. 

Of the PLAGUE AT FLORENCE, A.D. 

1348, as related by Boccacio, in the In- 

troduction to his Decameron. 


The distressing scenes which took 
lace in London, during the Plague of 
1665, have been wel} delineated, by the 
celebrated Daniel de Foe, author of Ro- 
binson Crusoe, under the character of a 
Saddler. Upon a smaller scale, the same 
scenes were witnessed during the event- 
ful period of the Yellow Fever in Phila- 
de!pbia, in 1793, and have been collected 
together in a Treatise on the subject by 
Mr. M. Carey. The account given by 
Boccacio, of the Plague at Florence, al- 
though less extended in detail, will be 
found not less interesting to the medical 
reader, than either of the others. When 
it is considered that nearly 500 vears 
have elapsed since Boccavio wrote, and 
due allowance is made for his difference 
of profession, we must regard his account 
as a choice and valuable acquisition, 
which deserves to be separated from the 
ingenious collection of Tales which in 
some measure owed their existence to 
the accidental circumstance of the ex- 
tension of the Plague. 

*“‘ In the year of our Lord 1348, there hap- 
pened at Florence, the finest city in all Italy, 
a most terrible plague; which, whether owing 
to the influence of the planets, or that it was 
sent from God as a just punishment for our 
sins, had broken out some years before in the 
Levant, and after passing from place to place, 
and making incredible havoc all the way, had 
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now reached the west; where, spite of all the 
means that art and human foresight could sug- 
gest, as keeping the city clear from filth, and 
excluding all suspected persons; notwith- 
standing frequent consultations what else was 
to be done; nor omitting prayers to God in 
frequent processions; in the spring of the fore- 
going year it began to show itself ina sad and 
wonderful manner; and, different from what 
it had been in the east. where bleeding from 
the nose is the fatal prognostic, here there 
appeared certain tumours in the groin, or un- 
der ibe arm-pits, some as big as a small apple, 
others as an egg; and afterwards purple spots 
in most parts of the body; in some cases large 
and but few in number, in others less and 
more numerous, both sorts the usual messen- 
gers of death To the cure of this malady 
neither medical knowledge, nor the power of 
drugs, were of any effect; whether because 
the disease was in its own nature mortal, or 
that the physicians (the number of whom, 
taking quacks and women pretenders into the 
account, was grown very great) could form 
no just idea of the cause, nor consequently 
ground a true method of cure; which ever 
was the reason, few or none escaped; but they 
generally died the third day from the first ap- 
pearance of the symptoms, without a fever or 
other bad circumstance attending. And the 
disease, by being communicated from the 
sick to the well, seemed daily to get a head, 
and to rage the more, as fire will do, by lay- 
ing on fresh combustibles. Nor was it given 
by conversing with only, or coming near the 
sick,but even by touching their clothes, or any 
thing that they had before touched. It is won- 
derful, what I am going to mention ; which had 
1 not seen it with my own eyes, and were 
there not many witnesses to attest it besides 
myself, I should never venture to relate, how- 
ever credibly I might have been informed 
about it: such, I say, was the quality of the 
pestilential matter, as to pass not only from 
man to man, but what is more strange, and 
has been often known, that any thing belong- 
ing to the infected, if touched by any other 
creature, would certainly infect, and even kill 
that creature in a short space of time: and 
one instance of this kind, I tool particular 
notice of; namely, that the rags of a poor 
man just dead, being thrown into the street, 
and two hogs coming by at the same time, and 
rooting amongst them, and shaking them 
about in their mouths, in less than an hour 
turned round and died on the spot. These 
accidents, and others of the like sort, occa- 
sioned various fears and devices amongst those 
people that survived, all tending to the same 
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uncharitable and cruel end; which was, to 
avoid the sick, and every thing that had been 
near them, expecting by that means to save 
themselves. And some holding it best to live 
temperately, and to avoid excesses of all kinds, 
made parties, and shut themselves up from 
the rest of the world; eating and drinking 
moderately of the best, and diverting them- 
selves with music, and such other entertain- 
ments as they might have within doors; 
never listening to any thing from without, to 
make them uneasy. Others maintained free 
living to be a better preservative, and would 
baulk no passion or appetite they wished to 
gratify, drinking and revelling incessantly 
from tavern to tavern, or in private houses; 
which were frequently found deserted by the 
owners, and therefore common to every one; 
yet avoiding, with all this irregularity, to 
come near the infected. And such, at that 
time, was the public distress, that the laws, 
human and divine, were no more regarded; 
for the officers, to put them in force, being 
either dead, sick, or in want of persons to 
assist them, every one did just as he pleased. 
A third sort of people chose a method between 
these two; not confining themselves to rules 
of diet like the former, and yet avoiding the 
intemperance of thé latter; but eating and 
drinking what their appetites required, they 
walked everywhere with odours and nosegays 
to smell to; as holding it best to corroborate 
the brain: for they supposed the whole atmos- 
phere to be tainted with the stink of dead 
bodies, arising partly from the distemper it- 
self, and partly from the fermenting of the 
medicines within them. Others of a more 
cruel disposition, as perhaps the most safe to 
themselves, declared, that the only remedy 
was to-avoid it: persuaded, therefore, of this, 
and taking care for themselves only, men and 
women in great numbers left the city, their 
houses, relations, and effects, and fled into the 
country: as if the wrath of God had been re- 
strained to visit those only within the walls of 
the city; or else concluding, that none ought 
to stay in a place thus doomed to destruction. 
Divided as they were, neither did all die, nor 
all escape; but falling sick indifferently, as 
well those of one as of another opinion; they 
who first set the example by forsaking others, 
now languished themselves without mercy. 
I pass over the little regard that citizens or 
relations shewed to each other; for their ter- 
ror was such, that a brother even fled from 
his brother, a wife from her husband, and, 
what is more uncommon, a parent from its 
own child. On which account numbers that 
fell sick could have no help but what the cha- 


rity of friends, who were very few, or the 
avarice of servants supplied; and even these 
were scarce, and at extravagant wages, and 
so little used to the business, that they were 
fit only to reach what was called for, and ob- 
serve when they died; and this desire of get- 
ting money often cost them their lives. From 
this desertion of friends, and scarcity of ser- 
vants, an unheard of custom prevailed; no 
lady, however young or handsome, would 
disdain being attended by a man servant, whe- 
ther young or old it mattered not; and to ex- 
pose herself naked to him, the necessity of 
the distemper requiring it, as though it was to 
a woman; which might make those who re- 
covered, less modest for the time to come. 
And many lost their lives, who might have 
escaped, had they been looked after at all. 
So that, between the scarcity of servants, and 
violence of the distemper, such numbers wére 
continually dying, as made it terrible to hear 
as well as to behold. Whence, from mere 
necessity, many customs were introduced, 
different from what had been before known 
in the city. It has been usual, as it now is, 
for the women who were friends and neigh- 
bours to the deceased, to meet together at his 
house, and tu lament with his relations; at the 
same time the men would get together at the 
door, with a number of clergy, according to 
the person’s circumstances; and the corpse 
was carried by people of bis own rank, with 
the solemnity of tapers and singing, to that 
church where the person had desired to be 
buried; which custom was now laid aside, and, 
so far from having a crowd of women to la- 
ment over them, that great numbers passed 
out of the world without a single person; and 
few had the tears of their friends at their de- 
parture; but those friends would laugh, and 
make themselves merry; for even the women 
had learned to postpone every other concern 
to that of their own lives. Nor was a corpse 
attended by more than ten, or a dozen, nor 
those citizens of credit, but fellows hired for 
the purpose, who would put themselves under 
the bier, and carry it with all possible haste 
to the nearest church; and the corpse was 
interred, without any great ceremony, where 
they could find room. With regard to the 
lower sort, and many of a middling rank, the 
sceve was still more affecting; for they stay- 
ing at home either through poverty, or hopes 
of succour in distress, fell sick daily by thou- 
sands, and, having no body to attend them, 
generally died: some breathed their last in 
the streets, and others shut up in their own 
houses, when the stench that came from them 
made the first discovery of their deaths to the 
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neighbourhood. And indeed every place was 
fille! with the dead. A method now was 
taken, as well out of regard to the living, as 
pits for the dead, for the neighbours, assisted 
by what porters they could meet with, to clear 
all the houses and lay the bodies at the doors; 
and every morning great numbers might be 
seen brought out in this manner; from whence 
they were carried away on biers, or tables, 
two or three at atime; and sometimes it has 
happened, that a wife and her husband, two 
or ihree brothers, and a father and son have 
been laid on together: it has been observed 
also, whilst two or three priests have walked 
before a corpse with their crucifix, that two 
or three sets of porters have fallen in with 
them, and where they knew but of one, they 
have buried six, eight, or more: nor was there 
any to follow, aud shed a. few tears over them: 
for things were come to that pass, that men’s 
lives were no more regarded, than the lives 
of so many beasts. Hence it plainly appeared, 
that what the wisest in the ordinary course of 
things, and by a common train of calamities, 
could never be taught: namely, to bear them 
patiently: this, by the excess of those cala- 
mities was now grown a familiar lesson to the 
most simple and unthinking. The conse- 
crated ground no longer containing the num- 
bers which were continually brought thither, 
especially as they were desirous of laying 
every one in the parts allotted to their fami- 
lies; they were forced to dig trenches, and to 
put them in by hundreds, piling them up in 
rows, as goods are stowed in a ship, and 
throwing in little earth till they were filled to 
the top. Not to rake any father into the par- 
ticulars of our misery, I shall observe, that it 
fared no better with the adjacent country; 
for, to omit the different castles about us, 
which presented the same view in miniature 
with the city, you might see the poor distress- 
ed labourers, with their families, without 
either the plague of physicians, or help of ser- 
vants, languishing on the highways, in the 
fields, and in their own houses, and dying 
rather like cattle, than human creatures; and 
growing dissolute in their manners like the 
citizens, and careless of every thing, as sup- 
posing every day to be their last, their thoughts 
were not so much employed how to improve, 
as to make use of their substance for their 
present support: whence it happened that the 
flocks, herds, &c, and the dogs themselves, 
ever faithful to their masters, being driven 
froin their own homes, would wander, no re- 
gard being had to them, among the forsaken 
harvest; and many times, after they had filled 
themselves in the day, would return of their 
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own accord like rational creatures at night. 
What can | say more, if] return to the city? 
unless that such was the cruelty of heaven, 
and perbaps of men, that between March and 
July following, it is supposed, and made pretty 
certain, that upwards of an hundred thousand 
souls perished in the city only; whereas, be- 
fore that calamity, it was not supposed to have 
contained so many inhabitants. What mag- 
nificent dwellings, what noble palaves were 
then depupulated to the last person! what fa~ 
milies extinct! what riches and vast posses- 
sions left, and no known heir to inherit! what 
numbers of both sexes in the prime and vigour 
of youth, whom in the morning neither Galen, 
Hippocrates, nor A‘sculapius himself but 
would have declared in perfect health; after 
dining heartily with their friends here, have 
supped with their departed friends in tke other 
world! But lam weary of recounting our late 
miseries. 


———— 


A HUNDRED MUSCLES NECESSA- 
RY TOWARDS RESPIRATION. 


About the period when various attacks 
were made on Religion, by certain Athe- 
istical Philosophers, the learned Dr. 
Nicuwentyt, a Dutch physician, publish- 
ed a work in reply to those attacks, en- 
titled “ The feligious Philosopher, or 
the right use of contemplating the works 
of the Creator.’—From among a variety 
of interesting matter, we have thought 
the following extract might be accept- 
able to our readers. 


‘¢ Not to mention here the divisions of the 
wind-pipe into so many cartilaginous rings, 
nor the membranes and fibres by which they 
are fastened to each other, nor the wonderful 
structure of the Larynx, consisting of so many 
cartilages, and moved by fourteen muscles, 
to the end that by ail this apparatus, the wind- 
pipe and its orifice being several ways length- 
ened and shortened, dilated and contracted, 
the voice might be thereby formed, and yield 
a more shrill or deep sound; which things be- 
ing wow become the object of the inquiry of 
several great naturals, we shall here confine 
ourselves only to respiration; and content 
ourselves with asking any one that does still 
question the wisdom of his Creator, whether 
he can believe that the instruments, which, 
besides the lungs, are necessary thereto, could 
be ranged and placed near the others without 
any understanding or design? Especially if it 
should be proved to him, that although the 
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Midriff alone is sufficient for respiration, yet 
to the end that so necessary a work as this is, 
might not easily be obstructed, about a hun- 
dred different muscles are likewise applied to 
the same purpose; and, as easily as the action 
of breathing may appear to be, that in a 
strong respiration (when every one of this 
great number of muscles, that are capable of 
being used therein, are employed for the pur- 
pose,) before the breath be drawn in and 
driven out again, this great number of mus- 
cles must have ail been employed for that pur- 
pose. 

This is sufficiently known to the anatomists; 
and, to give you a small sketch uf it here, we 
shall inform you,that in drawing in the breath, 
in order to raise up the ribs and the breast- 
bone, and thereby to dilate the cavity of the 
Thorax, or breast, there are put in motion on 
the one side, one Musculus Subclavius, eleven 
Intercostales Externi, eleven LevatoresCosta- 
rum, besides the Serratus Anticus Minor, the 
Serratus Anticus Major, the Serratus Posti- 
cus Superior, and the Cervicalis cescendenas 
Diemerbroekii, and three others which are 
therefore called Common, because they like- 
wise perform other motions, viz. the Pectora- 
lis, Scalenus, and Levator Scapule, which to- 
gether make thirty muscles on one side, and 
there being as many more on the other, are 
in the whole sixty that are employed in inspi- 
ration, or drawing our breath inwards. 

Towards expiration there are likewise em- 
ployed nineteen muscles on a side, eleven 
Intercostales Interni, the Trianguiaris, the 
Sacrolumbus, and the Serratus Posticus Infe- 
rior, and with these also five Common ones, 
viz. the muscles of the belly; these are alto- 
gether thirty-eight muscles, used for expira- 
tion only, which being added to the sixty 
above, make together the number of ninety- 
eight: now if you add to these the Midriff, 
being the principal instrument of them ail, 
and which, according to the opinion of that 
great anatomist Verheyen, consists of two, or 
it may be three muscles more, there must, 
according to this computation, be at leasta 
hundred muscles made use of in one single 
action of breathing as strongly as we can. 
These observations we find made in the Acta 
Lipsiensia, Anno 1707, of J. G. Pauli, upon 
Van Horne. 

I would now ask again, whether any body 
can suppose that such a dispesition, where 
there are so maby muscles consisting of fibres 
extended so many different ways, is produced 
by chance, or without design? Or whether it 
does not plainly appear to him, that this great 
composition of the muscles is expressly adapt- 
ed to the end of breathing.” 
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Extract of a letter from a Physician at 
Millersville, Pennsylvania. 


‘¢ Obstetrical cases which have been numer. 
ous this Autumn, are here generally simple. 
Healthy, well-formed, broad pelvissed females; 
natural presentations and rapid cases. A 
good horse is an important requisite in many 
cases, for sharp riding will alone bring you in 
time to the bed-side of the patient to receive 
the little stranger—to the miseries of human 
lite the physician may add. hard riding to an 
obstetrical case—dismount hastily—open the 
chamber-door and hear the cries of a new- 
born infant. The obstetrical case is over 
and you can only charge for the visit. I meet 
however, with some lingering cases, but asI 
have but little patience in these matters, | try 
to hurry on the case as rapidly as possible. If 
I find the os uteri dilates slowly or is preter- 
naturally rigid 1 bleed very freely; if this does 
not produce the desired efiect | exhibit nau- 
seating doses of Tart. Antim., which | have 
generally found to have the desired effect. 
The Belladonna | have never used. The dif- 
ficulty of its application, and its reputed ener- 
gy of action are objections to its use. As 
soon as the os uleri is pertectly dilated and 
the pains are not powerfui, i exhibit the 
Ergot. Of the Ergot ! have the most exalted 
opinion. There are few, (i had almost said no) 
medicines in the Wiateria Medica that havea 
more unequivocz! action than the Ergot. My 
expe-ience with it has been consiverable, and 
I can candidly say | never knew it to fail of 
producing uterine contractions in 20 minutes 
afier its exhibition. Nor have Lever hada 
case where the child was still-born that l 
could attribute this event to the Ergot. 

I have repeated the experiments with the 
Tart, Antim. Ungt. in cases of Epilepsy,—I 
have tried it in two cases,thus far with success; 
neither of the patients have had an attack 
since pustules have appeared ;—whilst previ- 
ously they bad almost daily recurrences of the 
disease. 

A very obstinate case of Tic Doloreux 
came undzr my care last summer, which Ll 
fortunately and permanently relieved by the 
exhibition of 


Sulph. Quinine, grs. Xvi. 

Musk, grs. V. 

Gum Arab, Dil. 

Water. Zviiii.—M. S. 3ss. t. d. 


The same remedy with the previous exhi- 
bition of an emetic relieved a case of Mania 
a Potu, after the opiate practice had proved 
unavailing.” 
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A.D.| History of the World. | History of Medicine. ||A.D.° History of the World. | History of Medicine. 
1484) - - - - {Death of Johu Arcula-}|Dec ‘Arrival of Charles VIII 
rius. Sist.| at Rome. 
1485) - - = = {Birth of John Lange}|Feb. Capture of Napies by| William Copus. 
and of Jason of Pra-}|2\st.! the French. 
tis. (495! 
1486/Henry VIII, king of En-|Sweating sickuess in||May ‘Debarcation of Gon- Magnus Hundt, Mar- 
gland.—Death of] England.—-Birth offl24th.! zalva de Cordova at! cellus Cumanus,Con- 
Georges of Trebi-| John Fernelius. Messina. rad Schellig, Wim- 
zond.— Birth of tien- pheling, and Wid- 
ry Coruelius Agrip- manu, the first wri- 
pa of Nettsheim. ters on Syphilis. 
1487) - - - - {Birth of Joha Gonthier||July |Battle of Seminara. (Sebastian Brandt and 
of Anderuach. 1496 Grunbeck write on 
488/Birth of Ulric of Hul-|Pacificus Maximus pub- Syphilis. 
ten. lishes his poems. 1497|Birth of Philip Me-|Conrad Gilinus, Gas- 
1489) - - - - |Birth of Johu Baptiste lanchthon. pard Torella, Mon- 
Montanus. tagnana the younger, 
1490\Oviedo yields to the|Birth of Gabriel Fallo- Montetesauro and 
court of Castille. pius. Sebastian Aquilanus, 
1491) - - - - {Birth of Victor Trinca- write on Syphilis. 
; vella.—Jobn of Cube}1498/The fleet of Vasco de|Literary dispute at 
. and Arndes, burgo- Gama reaches the| Leipsic, between Si- 
masters of Lubeck, eastern coast of Af-} mon Pistor and Mar- 
give the first figures rica.x——Louis XIlI,| tin Pollich.—Birth of 
of planets; and Ke- king of France.—| Andrew Lacuna and 
than publishes the George Valla. John Cario. 
} first Tables of Vege-/|1499|Voyage of Americus 
| table Anatomy. Vespusius to the W. 
1492'Death of Laurence de|Birth of James Sylvius. Indies.—-Death of 
’ Medicis, —The French Dis Marcellus Ficinus. 
ease shows itself in/i1500} - - -  - |Publication of the work 
1 Italy according to of Peter Pinctor.— 
f Fulgosi. Birth of Joho Cor- 
M’ch/Publication of the edict aro. 
: which drives the 1501|Birth of Jerome Car-|Birth of Leonard Fuchs. 
‘ Moors from Spain. danus. 
l Aug.\Christopher Columbus 1502|University of Wittem-|Death of Anthony Be- 
$d. | sails with a fleet. burg. nivieni. 
E Nov..He lands at St. Do- 1503|Julius 2d, Pope. Birth/Death of Peter Pinctor. 
I 6th. | mingo. . of Michel Nostrada-| —Birth of Charles 
i$ 1493/ Maximilian I, Emperor|Birth of Paracelsus, and mus. Steven. 
K of Germany. of Francis Arceus. |/1504) - - - = |James Cataneos.-—— 
' Jan.|\Columbus leaves St. Birth of Jeremiah 
° 4th. | Domingo. Thriverius andJames 
MchiColumbus arrives at Milich. 
. lith.| Séville. 1505} - = - + {The physicians of Paris 
April|He goes to the king at write against the sur- 
Barcelona. geons.—A petechial 
June|The Moors encamp at fever in Italy—The 
Rome near the Ap- faculty of Paris take 
pean Gate. the Barbers under its 
Oct. |The Cardinal de Comi- protection.—— Death 
tibus dies of the of Gabriel Zerbi.— 
plague which raged » Birth of John Gorre- 
at Rome.——Charies us, of Levinus Lem- 
Vl, king of France, nius, and of Achilles 
prepares for war with Pirminus Gassarus. 
Naples. 1506|University of Frankfort|/Birth of Julius Alexan- 
1494/Death of Pic de la Mi-|Birth of Rodolph Ag- on the Oder. drinus of Neustain, 
randola, and of Ange} ricola. and of Fernelius,— 
Politian. Alexander Bonedetti. 








MEMORANDA. 

Vermont.—There are 79 deaf and dumb 
persons in this state, as far as had been as- 
certained from a number of towns. | 

Boston.—Snow here Noy. 1.—22 deaths for 
the week ending Oct. 30.—Consumption 5, 
Fevers 4. 

The Medical Lectures have commenced. 

Detrovt.—Large quantities of silver have 
been discovered near thig place. 

New York.—95 deaths’ fur the week end- 
ing Oct. 30.—Consumption 17, Convulsions 
9, Croup 7, Dropsies 7, Dysentery 5. Fevers 
7, Intemperance 4! Old Age 6, Small Pox 2. 

The Introductory Lectures to the Medical 
Course, were delivered last week. 

The strict quarantine regulations ceased 
November |. 7 

Philadelphia.—Dr. Godman delivered his 
Introductory Lecture on Anatomy Nov. 4. 

S. W. Conrad on Mineralogy and Geology, 
Nov. 5. 

On Friday the 5th, such a quantity of rain 
fell, as is rarely seen in any season: the thun- 
der and lightning too which accompanied it 
are quite unusual for this season of the year, 
and continued at intervals, long and loud, 
Hail stones mingled with the rain, some of 
which were as large as a small hazelnut. The 
streets were perfect streams, many inches in 
depth. 

Baltimore.—18 deaths for the week ending 
Nov. 1.—Still born 3, Infantile unknown 2! 

The Medical Lectures have commenced. 

Washington.—Average height of the ther- 
mometer for October 1824—57°. Maximum 
71°. Minimum=31°. Diminution of mean 
heat from last month 12°. Rain 1.23 inch; 
comparison with Oct. 1823: average heat 3° 
greater than last year. Maximum 5° less, 
Minimum 3° less. The temperature was 
warmer than last year, and much less varia- 
ble—very little moisture. Rain last year 1.92 
inches. 

Charleston. —19 deaths for the week end- 
ing Oct. 24.— Yellow Fever 8, Consumption 
3. Two deaths Oct. 24, from yellow fever. 
Two deaths generally every day from-the 
fever for some time past. 

Thermometer, (3 P. M) Oct. 17, and suc- 
ceeding days=73°. 75°. 75°. 74°. 75°. 73°. 
76°. 

In the Charleston Marine Hospital 344 pa- 
tients have been admitted from Oct. 4, 1823 
to Oct. 4, 1824. Of these 261 were cured; 
33 died. Of those who died, 22 were from 
fever; of the 24 remaining 11 have fever. 

The Quarantine Laws ceased Oct. 21. 


ESCULAPIAN REGISTER. 


Savannah.—4 deaths for the week ending 
Oct. 26.—72 deaths from May 1, to Oct. 26, 

New Orleans.—The cultivation of the tea 
plant has been commenced here with some 
prospects of success. It has been very suc- 
cessful in North Carolina. 

The yellow fever is fast disappearing, and 
the citizens are returning to iowu. 

There have been 744 deaths from May 1, 
to Sept. 1, 256 of which were from all kinds 
of fever, 85 of Yellow Fever, 31 of Malignant 
Fever, and 10 of Putrid Fever. By the last 
accounts, it seems some strangers were rather 
premature in returning to town. 

Labrador.—-It is said, that this coast 
abounds with many valuable and beautiful 
specimens of the Quartz Family. 

Devonshire, (Eng.)\—A Dr, Bell of this 
place lately,in dissecting the body of a man, in 
whom mortification had ensued, scratched his 
finger, soon after was attacked with chills, &, 
and though the best medical aid was afforded 
died next day. 

Nottingham, (Eng.)—The Black Fever is 
prevailing here, and is attributed to some 
Egyptian cotton. 





NECROLOGY. 
Dr. Hanson Catlett, Harmonie, (Pa.) 
Dr. Charles Smoot, Charles Co. ( Md.) 
——— 

Constipation.— A physician was lately called 
to see a woman in the seventh month of her 
third pregnancy. For the three last months, 
she might be said to have had no passage 
through her bowels. It was determined to 
wait till the accouchment was over, before 
the evacuation of the bowels was attempted! 
This took place two months after, and a well- 
formed child was delivered without much 
trouble. By means of glysters, and other very 
gentle measures, two or three pounds of hard, 
brown and fetid matter were evacuated, but 
the poor woman was worn down by nausea, 
fever, colicky pains, retention of urine, pro- 
cidentia vesicee, &c. and expired about 10 
days after the delivery. 

There was much morbid appearance upon 
dissection, the colon was a foot in circumfe- 
rence and filled with gas, and 13 1-2 pounds 
(French) of solid faces! Quere. Whether it 
was proper to wait two months for the delivery 
of a child, before an attempt was made to 
open the bowels of the mother? 


——_. 
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